Grace and peace to you,

What a way to usher in the month of April. Holy Week is right here!
When | began my appointment, Advent had just wrapped up. | was
learning about you and you were learning about me. While each day
brought much energy and excitement for me as | stepped into this
community, | immediately held one eye open to the first week of April,
knowing it would be here as quickly as we could snap our fingers.

Well, here we are, and traditionally Easter brings the largest attendance
of the church calendar, closely compared to Christmas Eve. As March
ends like a lamb this year, triumphantly Jesus arrives into our midst

with Palm Sunday.
It is fitting that April showers us first with the heaviness of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday,
the hollowness of Holy Saturday where different traditions have their ideas of “where is Jesus.”
Then, with the fullness and brilliance of the Son rising on Easter morn, what we felt as humanly
triumphant the week before is gloriously divinely triumphant! We have prepared well and we will
honor this most holy of weeks completely, beginning with Communion and palm branches
waiving on Palm Sunday, Communion and Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday, the passion and
Tenebrae on Good Friday, and Communion with our expanded family Easter morning...oh, what a
glorious day!

But | want to also think about this. April could not begin with a bigger moment than Holy Week
and Easter that first Sunday. What will you do with the rest of April? We mustn’t let the energy of
Easter dissipate while our attention is drawn to fields, flowers, pitches and home runs. Easter is
not an ending, it is a beginning. And here, at St. Paul’s, we continue to celebrate new beginnings
and restored flourishing. What new energy do you want? What new inspiration does your faith
need? You will find it here. Come and S.E.E. what God is doing.

How can I help you?
Pastor James

pastor@stpaulsumewilliamsburg.com

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here but has risen. Luke 24:5 Hallelujah!
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St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Williamsburg is hiring a By Appointment
DIRECTOR OF NURTURE, OUTREACH, & WITNESS M h
Part-Time (30 hours/week) arc
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking a collaborative, organized, and Attendance
compassionate leader to serve as our Director of Nurture, Outreach & Witness
(NOW). 3/1- 140 3/8-117

This position connects church leadership, volunteers, and congregation
members while providing coordination and support in the areas of 3/15- 108 3/22 - 101

congregational care, faith formation, outreach, and worship.

Prayer requests can be emailed to

Key Responsibilities
office@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com

« Serve as staff liaison to Nurture, Outreach, and Witness teams

« Coordinate volunteer recruitment, communication, and scheduling

« Support congregational care efforts alongside the Pastor

« Oversee children and youth programming, including Wednesday ministries
o (Sept-April)

+ Ensure Safe Sanctuary training and documentation for volunteers

« Assist with outreach initiatives and mission projects

« Support worship planning and special seasonal celebrations

Qualifications
« Strong organizational and communication skills
« Experience in ministry leadership, Christian education, or volunteer
coordination preferred
« Ability to work collaboratively with staff and lay leaders
« Commitment to confidentiality and Safe Sanctuary policies

email: office@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com

Wednesday Family Program Coordinator :
Kristin Scandridge
email: spumc.childrens.ministry@gmail.com

Employment Details
« 30 hours per week Sunday Family Program Coordinator:
« Wednesday afternoon/evening availability required (Sept—April) Sarah Lentz
« Flexibility for seasonal events and church celebrations TSR SR A S R A A
« Annual wage/salary of $33,000.
« This role is ideal for someone passionate about nurturing faith, building

Music Director: Noah Cornelius

relationships, and helping the church live out its mission in meaningful g e K TR

ways. Custodian: Melissa Savage
To apply or request more information, please contact Pastor James Baty, Editor: Shelley Berger
pastor@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com. Deadline for news for next month's

newsletter is the 20th of the month.
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Holy Week Reflections—What We Feel When We Gather

Holy Week, most important in the Christian year. Beginning with Palm Sunday and culminating on
Easter Sunday, our church community will encounter more opportunities in this eight-day span than
any other week of the year. Through this community you engage a deepening reality for all God
accomplished in the Son, Jesus Christ. This year our focus will be on what Jesus leaves behind. Once
the branches are dropped on Palm Sunday, and the calendar turns to April, these moments will draw
our community closer together.

Holy Wednesday—The Renewed In Mercy Lenten study concludes during Family Night at SPUMC.
This last of a six-week journey concludes with more than two dozen sharing reflections on
Scripture defining God’s mercy on our lives.

Maundy Thursday—Exploring two important scenes: the Lord's Last Supper and the Garden of
Gethsemane. One shows the depth of love Christ held for His closest friends and beckons us
likewise. The other displays the depth of human grief, the complacency of our love and fear that
scatters us.

Good Friday—Anything but “good” this gathering immerses us collectively in Scripture for the
Christ's passion, the horror of the cross that shatters us.

Holy Saturday—Individually you journey in a vigil of prayer left to contemplate all that has
happened and what it means for you, knowing the end of the story and tomorrow that beckons us.

Easter Sunday—The Son is risen! Grace has come to us and together our voices are raised
triumphantly. This is the single largest Sunday for Christians where we commune with the saints in
Holy Communion and the knowledge of love that redeems us.

Come, be, share, receive, and live.
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The Jenifer Miller Book Scholarship is awarded to a
graduating senior from St. Paul's United Methodist
Church each year. In 2017, we gave our first Jenifer
Miller book scholarship and are continuing this year.
Jenifer grew up in our congregation and was confirmed
as a member here. Her parents, Jerome and Shelia
Fawcett, said that she always wanted to help people.
They were not surprised she wanted to be an educator
because it gave her the opportunity to help others. Before
Jenifer’s death in March of 2015, she wanted to be sure
that any memorials given for her went to help students.
It has continued, with donations from other members, to
help graduates of St. Paul’s that choose to continue their
education. The award will be $500 in 2026.

To apply, contact Shelley in the office at office@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com.
Due date is April 14th
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The Step Up Scholarship began in 2023 by
an anonymous donor and has been funded
by donations from St. Paul's UMC since then.
The $1000 scholarship is available to all
graduating seniors from Williamsburg. The
scholarship is given to a senior who is
helping out behind the scenes rather than in
the limelight. A simple form can be filled out
by contacting High School Counselor Erica

Wilkinson. Applications are due April 6th!

Anyone wishing to support either scholarship may leave
donations in the offering plate or mail to St. Paul’s. Write which
scholarship you are supporting in the memo of your check.






