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Grace and peace Saints!

| have a seminary professor who always greets us in digital
communications, lecture videos and in-person by referring to us as saints.
| have to admit that when | first received this | metaphorically looked
behind me. “Who, me?!!'!” This seemed like such an unlikely way to be
greeted, | don’t have my MDiv yet, and when first hearing it | wasn’t even a
pastor yet.

Since that day and even more so, since arriving here to St. Paul’s, I've
come to learn what is meant by that greeting. Saints are not those who
have achieved; it isn’t a label of authority or prestige. Saints are those who
fight the good fight, rise to Christ’s call, and endure amid this world’s
pressures with the grace and love that we are first shown, reflecting it back

into the world for making disciples.
Week in and week out | am blessed to have a front row seat to watch the saints at work here at St.

Paul’s. As May begins, the saints who serve in the kitchen each Wednesday night, who lead the youth
groups, and who give our youth a place to play and be loved on after school now take a break.
Likewise, you saints who teach and administrate our children are preparing for your summer break.
What a gift you give to this community in your loving boldly, serving joyfully and leading
courageously.

There are two additional saints we must recognize. Since arriving here, | have been amazed to
watch the work of Sarah Lentz and Kristin Scandridge. They have been part time staff and full-time
volunteers giving to this community, to the youth and empowering all. They both prepare their next
chapters in the church and filling their plates. Well done, faithful servants. We thank you for
answering the call and listening to “the next.” Something we can all aspire to.

My door and email are always open.
Pastor James
pastor@stpauslumewilliamsburg.com
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Bible Study Returns -
Understanding Biblical Prophecy Mondays

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Lent 2026 brought back powerful Bible study and strong Tuesdays
community building. Sensing the appetite for returning to 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

both study and fellowship, Pastor James is ready to start the Wednesdays

next opportunity, once again, grounded in Scripture. Across AR
the entire Bible, from the Old Testament to the New, this

study by Dr. David Jeremiah looks at the broad cross section

Thursdays
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Fridays
of Bible prophecies leading more deeply into God'’s plan. Join By Appointment
us beginning Wednesday, May 20th at 6:30 pm or 7:30 pm, o April ©

for one-hour groups. Each six-week period of this covenant Attendance

4/5- 208 4/12-131

study you will stay with your same group. After a two-week

break, change your group or remain with those you have

come to know. You do not have to attend every class to 4/19- 126 4/26 - 132
benefit, you will be uplifted any time. O : o

Prayer requests can be emailed to
Want to know more? Contact Pastor James by email, office@stpaulsumewilliamsburg.com

The ANCHOR is a publication of

pastor@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com, or call the church ; :
St. Paul's United Methodist Church

office. If you want to email your class time preference of 6:30 A A L
Williamsburg, 1A 52361
or 7:30 p.m., please include that information. You will only Phone: 319-668-2288
. . . Website:
need your Bible, an open mind and open heart for this study. www. stpaulsumewilliamsburg.com

Pastor: James Baty, LLP

email: pastor@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com
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Administrative Assistant: Shelley Berger

email: office@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com

~ ; Wednesday Family Program Coordinator :
I N et Kristin Scandridge
- email: spumc.childrens.ministry@gmail.com
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Sunday Family Program Coordinator:
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\/N[ele] Summer Giving Options

As summer nears, schedules fill up with travel, summer camp, children’s sports, and hopefully time
together with friends and family. Summer is also a time when we see offerings and attendance take a
dip and we depend on reserves in St. Paul’s bank account to help pay for expenses. To help soften
the blow, we offer automated electronic fund transfers where your offering can go directly to either
St. Paul’s General Fund or the Capital Improvement Fund. Expenses covered by the General Fund
include utilities, gas for the mower, supplies for the kitchen, payroll, janitorial supplies, and just
about everything that keeps St. Paul’'s running. The Capital Improvement Fund covers items
specifically for the building such as a new roof or HVAC. This account was used to pay off the
mortgage on the building. If you would like to support all that St. Paul’s offers, please consider

setting up a monthly tithe. You can scan one of the QR codes below or get a short form from Shelley
in the office.

YEAR TO DATE SUMMARY - 1/1/26 to 4/27/26

Financial Report (15 weeks

* Total offering given to the General Fund received

CURRENT HILLS BANK BALANCE AS OF April 27,2026 YTD: $92,567.96
$212,373.61 which includes the following breakdown: ($5,143.00 average weekly offering)
» $98,821.09 General Fund from Offerings ¢ Total Capital Improvement offering YTD: $6,440.00
» $54,970.09 Capital Improvements account ($357.00 average weekly offering)
e $18,790.64 in designated amounts such as missions, e Total Interest Income YTD: $1,260.24
scholarships, etc. e Total expenses paid YTD: $94,467.36
» $7195.79 Memorial Fund account ($5,248.00 average weekly expenses)
» $51,386.64 6-month CD which matures in May 2026
This leaves $80,030.45 to pay regular expenses. lowa Methodist Foundation Fund
Edward Jones, Williamsburg Summary (From Marilyn Tanner Memorial) as of 2/28/26
Funds invested in a CD & Money Market - $41,584.58 Balance $107,702.07 ($100,000 of this money is

designated by the family for a future sanctuary)

EAST IOWA

T) LAKE OKOBOJ! )
> UNITED METHODIST CAMP & RETREAT CENTER GAMES CAMP

- United Methodist Camps (Wesley Woods and Lake Okoboji)—www.iaumc.org/camps

- East lowa Bible Camp—www.loveeibc.org -Code for camperships: UMC2026
- Summer Games University—www.sgu.camp

The church will pay $200 towards each registered camper.
Just let the office know which camp you choose so payment can be sent.




Griel @/ Share:

If you have experienced the death of a loved one you know all about pain and suffering. Being able to accept the loss and
work through the pain is the beginning of healing. Typically after a funeral service or celebration of life people return to their
own lives and it leaves the people who are grieving feeling lost and unsure of how to move on.

Griefshare works by offering comfort and support. Processing loss, developing coping skills and showing people they are not
alone are among the benefits. The 3 main components to Griefshare are the videos, group discussions and workbook
exercises. | would be remiss to leave out God and his power to restore and bring healing and peace to those who are hurting.

Join Kelly Loftus for a 12-week course beginning June 10™
The group will meet every Wednesday in the Crossroads from 1:00pm-3:00pm.
Call Kelly at 319-560-5459 or email Shelley in the church office at
office@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com

SOLESC)SOULS

W E AR oOouT POVERTYS?®

You may have notlced a new box inside
the west entrance at St. Paul’'s. We are
now collecting shoes for the
Soles4Souls organization, an effort
which partners with area Lions Clubs.
You can place any of your unwanted
shoes in the box or place them in the
Attic cabinet inside the entry and our
volunteers will sort out what would be a
good fit for community members that
visit the Attic and then place the

The Attic clothing closet will be closed Monday,
May 25th for Memorial Day
It will be open this Thursday,
March 7th and 21st, from 5:30-7:30 PM

Ways to clothe and “shoe” the world have

recently expanded. The Attic is currently
seeking your generous donations to help
prepare for the summer season with
appropriate clothing. This ministry
continues to bless the community. We
give thanks for the leadership of Erica
Wilkinson, Alice Bardole, Val Carr, Jenn
Lane, and those who come and work
during open hours, to keep this
community mission running.

STAY

CONNECTED

remaining shoes in the collection box.
Soles4Souls, a non-profit business, was
founded in 2006 to address a simple
but deeply human problem: people in
need lacked access to something
essential, while millions of perfectly
usable new and used shoes were being
thrown away.

Find out more about Soles4Souls by
visiting https://soles4souls.org/

www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com
Facebook - @STPAULSUMCS803

https://www.youtube.com/c/stpaulsumcwburg







